PUBIC LICE
Definition:

· Phthirus pubis, or pubic lice, live in the pubic hair. 
Etiology;

· The louse or the nits can be transmitted by close contact from person to person. 
· pubic lice are transmitted by sexual contact
Signs and symptoms

· Intense pruritus, particularly at night

· Occasional urticaria with typical flare/wheal formation

· May infest eyelashes and scalp in children

· Characteristic bluish macules (maculae ceruleae) appear infrequently on trunk and thighs

· Patients complain of itching, and they may report having seen the insect. 
· Examination of the pubic hair may reveal the louse crawling around or attached to the hair. 
· Closer inspection may reveal the nit or sack of eggs, which is a gelatinous material (1-2 mm) stuck to the hair shaft.

Treatment:

· Remove nits with fine-toothed comb

· Pubic lice - treatments available include synergized pyrethrins, or permethrin. 

· These can be used either as the shampoo left on for 10 minutes or the lotion which can be left on for several hours for best results.

